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Years later his friend Linebarger asked: "Did you never think
of running off, of getting on one of those foreign ships and making
your way over to America?" It would have been easy for a venture-
some boy to do so. "Ah no," replied Sun, "I could never have
thought of that because that would have been against my duty to
my people." The public-spirited American Judge interpreted "my
people" as the people of China, but surely Sun meant "my people"
in the English schoolboy sense of "my parents". The boy Tai-
cheong must have known the Classic of Filial Piety, wherein it is
said, "It is the nature of Heaven and Earth to have man as the most
honourable of all creatures; and of all human conduct none is so
great as filial piety",7 and this sentiment was the very foundation
of Chinese family life.
Not long before he died Sun Yat-sen said, "I am a coolie and
the son of a coolie. I was born with the poor and I -am still poor.
My sympathies have always been with the struggling mass," and,
again, in a letter to a friend, he mentioned a time in his childhood
"when he lay awake at night grieving for the sufferings of the poor
and pondering over methods for their relief".8 But these comments
were the retrospection of an adult mind and the lad Tai-cheong
probably had no more than a vague, but none the less true, com-
passion for the troubled humanity around him. They were fellow
human beings rather than Chinese and his firm sense of duty was to
his parents and family. 'As he claimed kinship with poverty it must
be remembered that Chinese social distinctions are very different
from those of the West. The fanner "class" to which the Suns be-
longed might be nearly destitute but in the social scale they were
second only to the scholar "class". Conditions in China are chang-
ing but at the end of the nineteenth century, merchants, business
men, shopkeepers and soldiers were all the social inferior of the
farmer.
Tai-cheong's opportunity to join Ah Mi in Hawaii was not long
delayed for in 1879, when he was twelve years old, his parents gave
their consent.
The childhood years in Choyhung were of more than ordinary
importance for, apart from the strong influence early impressions
make on a man's life, Sun Tai-cheong was never again to spend
such a long period in his native land.